FAQ’s

What is Play Hard Baseball? 

Play Hard Baseball is a “Development “based travel baseball club. Our #1 priority is to improve the fundamental skills of each and every player in our club. Along with learning the fundamentals of the game, our players learn to utilize their skill to help contribute to a winning team in a competitive environment. We are not about strictly winning trophies; however, we do feel that a part of development is learning how to contribute to a championship team. Winning baseball games does not come before individual development, but we do expect our boys to improve, be competitive, and make a run towards a national title at the end of the year. 
Age Divisions?

In the fall of 2008 Play Hard Baseball will field the following age divisions:

9U Rookies – one team – 13 player max
10U Sand Gnats – one team – 13 player max
11U Chiefs – two teams (Blue and Red) – 13 player max per team
12U Snipers – three teams (Blue, Red, and White) – 13 player max per team
13U Birdz – three teams (Blue, Red, and White) – 13 player max per team
14U Titans – three teams (Blue, Red, and White) – 13 player max per team
16U Angels – two teams (Blue and Red) – 15 player max per team 

The age of the player on April 30, 2009 will determine the age level the player will participate in for the 2008-2009 year.

Blue, Red, and White teams?
Play Hard Baseball will fully implement the three level tier of competition in the 2008-2009 year. 

Blue: Majors Division – Elite and advanced players
Red: AAA Division – Advanced and Intermediate players
White: AA Division – Intermediate and beginner players
Practice Only: Will be strictly beginner players. Practice only players will not be added to a roster. Instead, the player will be encouraged to attend as many practice sessions as possible. Once the player reaches a competitive level, he will be added to the White team upon availability.

None of the rosters will be fixed. We will allow flexibility for players to be moved up or down. A player’s commitment, participation, work ethic, and overall improvement will dictate whether a player is moved up or down. 

What does Play Hard Baseball do?
We teach the A to Z of baseball. Our club creates learning environments that are second to none in youth baseball. We have our very own 6,700 square foot indoor facility where we work on hitting and pitching fundamentals. Furthermore, we conduct weekly defensive fundamental workouts where our players hone their skills on infield, outfield, and catching play. Not to mention, our weekly team practices where our players develop the “team” aspect of the game. 

New in the upcoming baseball year will be the implementation of our agility and speed training program, along with a long toss throwing regimen to help keep arms healthy and improve overall arm strength. 
What is the obligation and commitment?

Being a part of a travel baseball club does take some commitment. We require our players to attend all “Team Practices” and “Games/Tournaments”. However, we try to be flexible with our nightly workouts. None of our nightly sessions are mandatory; you simply come as often as you possibly can. Having said that, the only way a player can reach his personal goals is by working at it, so the more sessions a players attends, the faster that player can potentially develop.  We will have the fall calendars available by mid-July, so families can begin to map out their fall and winter plans.

Who are the coaches?
Play Hard Baseball is run by Danny Ricabal. Danny is currently the pitching coach of the Rancho Cucamonga Quakes, advanced single A affiliate of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. Former player at Cal. St. Fullerton and pitcher in LA Dodgers organization, Danny has also coached at the division I level at Cal St. Fullerton and UCSB. 

Staff members include:

Dustin Miller – Pitching Coordinator – Former Cal St. Fullerton National Champion and LA Angels pitcher
Eric Martins – Defense Coordinator – Current scout Oakland A’s – Former Long Beach St. Dirtbag and Infielder in Oakland A’s organization
Rolo Avila – Hitting Coordinator – Former Long Beach St. Dirtbag and 13 year professional career with the Baltimore Orioles, LA Dodgers, and several independent league teams
Scott Sarver – Pitching coach – National Champion at Cal. St. Fullerton and former player with Houston Astros
Jason Cly – Pitching / Hitting coach - National Champion at Chico St. and former Independent League pitcher
Nick Koontz – Former player at Pasadena City College
Paul Harter – Former player at Citrus College

Staff members currently playing professional baseball and returning to Play Hard in the fall:

Justin Turner – INF. Cinncinatti Reds organization
Al Quintana – C Toronto Blue Jays organization
Josh Schmidt – Pitcher New York Yankees organization
Robert Fish – Pitcher LA Angels organization
Eddie McKiernan – Pitcher LA Angels organization
Tim Dorn – Pitcher Independent League

Coaches are subject to change, but we promise that every coach we hire will have professional playing experience and will be of the same caliber as our current coaches. 

What is the schedule?
Fall and winter calendars will be completed by mid-July. Traditionally, we hit three nights a week. We throw bullpens twice a week and have two nights of defensive fundamentals. We have one night of team practice per week and we play on Sundays. We will not play on Saturdays UNLESS we are in a tournament. Tournaments are usually held on Saturdays and Sundays. This fall we will add two nights of long toss throwing program and speed/agility training. 


How many games do the teams play?

Our teams average about 10 games a month during the fall and winter seasons. We play doubleheaders each and every Sunday, with the exception of tournament weekends.
How many tournaments do the teams play?

Each team will play in at least one tournament per month. 
Holidays and vacations?

Most big tournaments are held on holiday weekends. However, we will not be playing during Thanksgiving and the Christmas holidays. 
How much does it cost?

There is an annual fee of $300 to be paid with the membership application. The monthly dues are $330 payable by the first of every month. The first month’s payment is due with the membership application, making the total amount due with the application $630*. 
*If you choose to purchase the Akadema apparel package, then your total amount due with the application will be $950. 
What do the monthly dues include?

· League Fees

· CCYB Fall League

· CABA Winter League

· CCYB Spring League

· Coaches Fees

· Hotel rooms at tournaments (if applicable)

· Per Diems

· Indoor Facility Usage

· Open five nights a week with four sessions per night. 

· Two nights of Defensive Fundamentals with two sessions per night

· One Team Practice per week. 

· Sunday Games

· Club Expenses

· Rental of the Indoor Facility and Utilities

· Accounting Department

· Grounds Crew (Field Prep)

· Field Prep Equipment

· Park Permits

· Umpire Fees

· Equipment

· All Non-National Tournament Fees

· An added Catching Fundamentals in the Defensive Fundamentals sessions

· Two nights of Throwing Program/Speed and Agility Training with two sessions per night

· Two coaches at all Tournament games

· Full-Time Administrative Assistant due to the extensive growth of Play Hard

· Wiffle Balls (pregame) at all tournaments

· Pop up Nets (pregame) at all tournaments

· The Play Hard Newsletter

· Website Enhancements and upkeep. 

· Ability to purchase Play Hard merchandise

· Paying your Play Hard bills on our website
Will there be any additional costs beyond monthly dues and annual fees? 

NO.  However, there is one exception. Any national event in which a team will need to qualify for is not included in the monthly dues and will require additional expenses. 
Which national events has Play Hard previously participated in? 

Triple Crown Nationals (late July or early August), USTBA Summer National (late July: San Diego, CA), Junior Olympics (mid June Peoria, AZ: 16U only), USSSA “AA” World Series (late July, Big League Dreams Parks, southern CA), CCYB World Series (late July or early August, Placentia, CA). 
When can I start?

Players can begin to participate in our club as soon as the player is evaluated. Evaluations/Tryouts will be held at Victory Park in Pasadena at 6:00pm on the following dates:

Monday, July 7th
Tuesday, July 15th
Monday, August 4th
If your son wishes to join Play Hard Baseball club in the middle of the season and there are roster spots available please contact audra@playhardbaseball.net. 

How do I sign up?

Send an email to audra@playhardbaseball.net to receive sign up information. All applications must be turned in by August 15th to be considered for a fall roster. Further, all new incoming players must be evaluated before being placed on a team.


When does the season start?

September 5th!!
What if my son plays other sports? 
Play Hard Baseball club is flexible in our schedule. Traditionally, the flexibility in the schedule has allowed the players to participate in various other sports. However, if the additional sport conflicts with your son’s regular participation in the practices, indoor facility work outs, and games, the player’s role on the team could be potentially affected

Does Play Hard Baseball Club offer any scholarship options? 

Yes! Please call 6263181213 to get all of the information and we will be happy to send you an application. 

Where can I find all practice and scheduling information? 

Our website will be updated frequently as schedules and calendars are completed.

What if I don’t pay my bill on time? 
Failure to pay on time will result in a $35 late fee and may affect your son’s participation in the program. If you do not pay your bill after 30 days it will result in your son’s suspension from the team. Reinstatement will only occur after a $100 reinstatement fee is paid along with the payment of the outstanding charges. If you decide to terminate your son’s contract with Play Hard Baseball Club, you are responsible for the rest of the year’s payments. All fees are non-refundable. 
What are my payment options?

You can pay by check or credit card only. Checks can be dropped off at the facility in the drop box or you can mail them in. Credit cards can be paid online. 
